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Case study: EBM prevention better than cure – Tonga

A new concept for Tonga, ecosystem-based management (EBM) can help the small Pacific Island country preserve its precious environmental assets, according to Nalesoni Leka.

As manager of the Program of Work on Protected Areas in Tonga’s Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, Mr Leka understands those assets better than most. He recently oversaw a marine survey of a Protected Area on one of Tonga’s northern islands which helped the Ministry of Fisheries get a clear picture of the status of fish stocks and marine health.

“Tonga is very lucky as our environment is in good condition,” he said.

“However people’s understanding of the environment is low, and they can cause damage if not warned, for example, about the harm that can be done by cutting down trees.”

Enforcement can also be problem, he acknowledges.

Mr Leka has been learning about the EBM approach and considering how it could assist Tonga.

“I believe the EBM approach has high potential for application in Tonga in assisting us to work out priorities for protection,” he said.

“The course has provided tools and information for managers that can be applied in Tonga.”

“It has also given me some good ideas, and some good examples of what can happen in an ecosystem and the society which relies on it.”







