Using EBM to protect the main attraction - Fiji
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Blessed with swaying palms, pristine beaches, coral reefs and friendly people, Fiji epitomises the tropical island holiday destination, attracting over 500,000 visitors every per year.
It is ironic then that inappropriate coastal development, primarily for tourism, has caused several issues for Fiji’s main attraction – it’s delicate coastal and marine ecosystems. Destruction of mangrove forests has caused runoff issues, polluting the coastal environment and impacting on fish and coral health. Water quality has also been affected by runoff from industry in urban areas, and from agricultural activity such as sugarcane farming.

Fiji is currently working on a national coastal management plan, primarily to manage coastal development and its impacts. 

The ecosystem-based management (EBM) approach will be useful in developing the plan, according to Senior Environment Officer with Fiji’s Department of Environment, Sarah Tawaka.

“A committee has been established with representatives from government departments including Environment, Fisheries, Forestry, and Town and Country Planning, together with community and scientific representatives to oversee development of the plan,” she said.

“We have been considering how best to develop the plan. As Fiji is so large with over 300 islands, creating a national framework is a complex task.

“After participating in the Cook Islands EBM workshop, I now see how the EBM approach can inform design of the plan. To be successful, it really needs joint cooperation across sectors and strong support for the community.”
Ms Tawaka believes Fiji already supports EBM in practice. For example, Marine Protected Areas are managed by traditional owners but they share knowledge with the government and with people implementing management actions. Both traditional and scientific knowledge is applied to develop solutions. 

“We should be able use the EBM to strengthen our cooperation and create a robust plan to manage our natural assets,” she said.

“It will also be very useful in getting people to understand the interconnectedness of the ecosystem – that what happens inland affects our marine resources.”  
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