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The Coral Reef Targeted Research &
Capacity Building for Management
Program (CRTR) is a leading
international coral reef research
initiative that provides a coordinated
approach to credible, factual and
scientifically-proven knowledge for
improved coral reef management.

The CRTR Program is a proactive
research and capacity building
partnership that aims to lay the
foundation in filling crucial knowledge
gaps in the core research areas of Coral
Bleaching, Connectivity, Coral Diseases,
Coral Restoration and Remediation,
Remote Sensing and Modeling and
Decision Support.

Each of these research areas are
facilitated by Working Groups
underpinned by the skills of many of the
world's leading coral reef researchers.
The CRTR also supports four Centers of
Excellence in priority regions, serving as
important regional centers for building
confidence and skills in research,
training and capacity building.

The CRTR Program is a partnership
between the Global Environment
Facility, the World Bank, The University
of Queensland (Australia), the

United States National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
approximately 50 research institutes and
other third parties around the world.
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Focus on Coral Disease
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he CRTR Coral Disease Working
Group (DWG) is funded by the
Coral Reef Targeted Research &
Capacity Building for Management
Program (CRTR) to advance
understanding of coral disease in
key areas. Their research effort will
provide more insight into the ways
in which coral diseases can alter
reef function and the conditions
under which outbreaks may
occur. With this information more
appropriate management options
can be made for a given situation.

The DWG aims to fill critical
information gaps about coral
reef disease, build capacity
internationally and develop
situations for managing and
conserving reef ecosystems.

Major areas of investigation are:
1. Global impact of coral disease

2. Global warming and local human
inputs that can facilitate disease

3. The causes, reservoirs and
vectors of coral disease

4. Coral resistance to disease
5. Capacity Building
To date, the DWG has addressed

many pressing issues such as
identifying several disease

ora
alau, Puerto Rico,
ozambique, Mexico, the
Philippines and the USA.
Recent research highlights

are detailed below.

Impact of fish farms
on coral health

Effluent from coastal fish farms
has been linked to reduced water
quality and increased abundances
of microorganisms in the water
column. Therefore aquaculture
may play a role as an incubator,
conveyor and facilitator of disease
into natural populations.

As part of its study of the impact
of local environmental factors on
coral health, the DWG has found
that the fish pens in Bolinao Bay

Central Philippines. Photo: L. Raymundo

Students being trained in coral disease assessment methods in the Zaragosa Marine Protected Area,
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(Philippines) have a strong influence
on the bacteria population, nutrient
input, primary production and

the patterns of energy and carbon
flux in the surrounding waters.

In addition, the DWG is invest-
igating whether these changes in
water quality influence response

to disease and the coral innate
immunity.

www.gefcoral.org



In other news...

On-site resources for reef managers

> y identify
p coral diseases in the field, and

states of health, quantifying these ~ underwater slates for data

impacts through assessment recording. The next step is to

and monitoring, and recognizing establish a central web-based data

potential outbreak situations. collection system where users of

’ With the rise in disease prevalence the cards can disseminate their
Photo: Ermesto Weil ' worldwide, coral diseases can been ~data to others.

The DWG has made significant
discoveries in Australia and the
Caribbean regarding the potential
impacts of climate warming events
on the outbreak of coral disease.

Further Information In collaboration with the Remote

Coral Disease Working Group Sensing Work]ng Group, the
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Telephone: +61 7 3346 9942

Facsimile: +61 7 3365 4755 The Coral Disease Handbook: Guidelines for Assessment, Monitoring
ELilnicCozicraion and Management and two sets of underwater identification cards

are available separately ($US20 each) or as a set.

To order, visit www.gefcoral.org/publications
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